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for their homes, to try to help keep
their children in school and to pay the
doctors’ bills.

It is also interesting that he says
that there are two purposes: one is to
give tax relief to stimulate the econ-
omy, and the other is to keep the gov-
ernment from spending the money be-
cause they want to spend all the
money. The last time | looked, the Re-
publicans controlled the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Republicans con-
trolled the Senate, and the Republicans
controlled the White House; but appar-
ently we have got to destroy the Amer-
ican economy with these tax cuts be-
fore they Kill again. They cannot con-
trol themselves from spending trillions
of dollars. They cannot control them-
selves from running up the deficit.
They inherited a $2 trillion surplus,
and they have turned it into a $4 tril-
lion debt. What happened with these
people? They have no fiscal discipline.
So now they want to spend a trillion
dollars to create half as many jobs as
the Democratic plan will create for $150
billion.

——————

REMOVE CUBA FROM UNITED NA-
TIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMIS-
SION

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to urge my colleagues to pass a
very important resolution | will be in-
troducing today. My bill expresses the
sense of the House that the United Na-
tions must call for the U.N. to remove
Cuba from the United Nations Human
Rights Commission.

The U.N. Human Rights Commission
is the primary world body responsible
for protecting the inalienable rights of
all people to live free from harm and
oppression. However, with some of the
world’s most egregious human rights
violators on the panel, like Libya and
Cuba, it is unlikely that it can effec-
tively carry out its mission.

Whether it is Saddam Hussein or
Fidel Castro, the U.N. has repeatedly
protected tyrants, torturers, and mur-
derers. Allowing Cuba to stay on the
Human Rights Commission is like hon-
oring Saddam Hussein with the Nobel
Peace Prize.

Today | was shocked to learn that
Cuba once again was put on the panel.
For over 40 years Fidel Castro has time
and time again shown his reprehensible
disregard for the safety and welfare of
his own people. His tyrannical regime
has forced countless innocent people to
risk their lives to seek the shores of
the United States. But what is worse is
that these people will go to the fur-
thest of extremes to hurt their own
people.

——
COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT) laid before the House the fol-
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lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, April 14, 2003.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule Il of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
April 12, 2003 at 2:25 p.m.

That the Senate agreed to conference re-
port H.R. 1559.

With best wishes, | am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule I, Speaker pro
tempore THORNBERRY signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bills on Tuesday, April
15, 2003:

H.R. 145, to designate the Federal
building located at 290 Broadway in
New York, New York, as the “Ted
Weiss Federal Building;”’

H.R. 258, to ensure continuity for the
design of the 5-cent coin, establish the
citizens coinage advisory committee,
and for other purposes;

H.R. 1559, making emergency war-
time supplemental appropriations for
fiscal year 2003, and for other purposes;

H.R. 1770, to provide benefits and
other compensation for certain individ-
uals with injuries resulting from ad-
ministration of smallpox counter-
measures, and for other purposes.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM VICE-
CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT COM-
MITTEE ON THE LIBRARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the vice-chairman of the
Joint Committee on the Library:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
April 10, 2003.
Hon. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to Public
Law 101-696 Section 801 (40 USC para. 188a(b))
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the
Joint Committee of the Library are provided
positions on the Capitol Preservation Com-
mission.

I am appointing Mr. John Mica of Florida
to be my designee as provided for in Public
Law 101-696 Section 801 (40 USC para 188a(c)).

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter.

Sincerely,
VERNON J. EHLERS,
Vice-Chairman,
Joint Committee on the Library.

——
COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON.

GEORGE RADANOVICH, MEMBER
OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-

H3411

nication from the Honorable GEORGE
RADANOVICH, Member of Congress:
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 14, 2003.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the House
of Representatives, that | have been served
with a subpoena issued by the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District for testimony
and documents.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, | have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is inconsistent with
the precedents and the privileges of the
House.

Sincerely,
GEORGE RADANOVICH,
Member of Congress.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON.
GEORGE RADANOVICH, MEMBER
OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable GEORGE
RADANOVICH, Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 24, 2003.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that | have
been served with a subpoena issued by the
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District
of California for testimony and documents.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, | have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is inconsistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
GEORGE RADANOVICH,
Member of Congress.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a record vote or the yeas and
nays are ordered or on which the vote
is objected to under clause 6 of rule
XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF OPERATION RESPECT, THE
“DON'T LAUGH AT ME” PRO-
GRAMS AND PETER YARROW

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 161) recognizing
the achievements of Operation Respect,
the “Don’t Laugh At Me’ programs,
and Peter Yarrow, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. REs. 161

Whereas Operation Respect is a nonprofit
organization engaged in a national effort to
transform participating schools, after-school
programs, and children’s summer camps into
more compassionate and respectful environ-
ments through its ““Don’t Laugh At Me”’ pro-
gram materials that address the issues of
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emotional and physical violence among chil-
dren;

Whereas Operation Respect has conducted
230 workshops, reaching over 18,000 educators
in 27 States and distributing 50,000 copies of
its professionally developed curriculum;

Whereas representatives of this organiza-
tion have appeared before over 240 edu-
cational organizations in 36 States on behalf
of Operation Respect, as well as before the
Republican conference and Democratic cau-
cus of the United States House of Represent-
atives;

Whereas the “‘Don’t Laugh At Me” pro-
gram increases mutual respect and fellow-
ship among hundreds of thousands of elemen-
tary school children, creating an environ-
ment for students that improves focus on
academic achievement and encourages an at-
mosphere of respect and responsibility;

Whereas the ‘“Don’t Laugh At Me’ camp
programs have made the environment at
summer camps safer and more secure for
children by creating a greater sense of re-
sponsibility, justice and fairness;

Whereas the “‘Don’t Laugh At Me” pro-
grams have made a significant impact on
schools and camps through a curriculum of
character education and social and emo-
tional learning;

Whereas the overwhelming majority of stu-
dents participating in a recent survey con-
cluded that the ‘““Don’t Laugh At Me” pro-
gram was a valuable and beneficial experi-
ence and resulted in a diminution of negative
behaviors such as bullying, and increased
openness and trust;

Whereas counselors and campers alike who
participated in the “Don’t Laugh At Me”’
programs agreed that the programs were ef-
fective, enjoyable, and positively influenced
the academic and character education of the
children;

Whereas the success of Operation Respect
and the ‘““Don’t Laugh At Me” programs has
been recognized by the National Conference
of State Legislatures and various edu-
cational associations, including the National
Association of Elementary School Prin-
cipals, the National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals, the American As-
sociation of School Administrators, the
Council of Great City Colleges of Education,
the National Education Association, the
Council of Great City Schools, the American
School Counselors Association, the National
School Boards Association, the National
Middle School Association, and the Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers; and

Whereas the National Conference of State
Legislatures passed a resolution on August
12, 2001, encouraging funding and other sup-
port from States for professional develop-
ment of educators in this arena and recog-
nizing the contributions of Operation Re-
spect in advancing State legislative initia-
tives to expand social and emotional learn-
ing and character education programs: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That Operation Respect and the
“Don’t Laugh At Me” program are com-
mended for their major contributions to the
sound academic focus, character develop-
ment, and improved physical safety of chil-
dren throughout the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. PORTER) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nevada (Mr. PORTER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
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which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 161.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nevada?

There was no objection.

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

I rise today in support of H. Res. 161,
which commends Operation Respect,
the ““Don’t Laugh At Me’’ programs’ ef-
forts to provide character education.

I would like to take this opportunity
to commend the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) and the
gentleman  from California  (Mr.
CUNNINGHAM) for their efforts to draw
attention to the importance of char-
acter education programs in our
schools.

In 2001, Congress recognized the im-
portance of character education pro-
grams like Operation Respect when we
passed the No Child Left Behind Act.
This landmark legislation contains the
partnerships in character education
program that provide grants for char-
acter education programs that empha-
size academic achievement and focuses
on elements such as citizenship, re-
spect, responsibility, and  trust-
worthiness.

As some may know, Operation Re-
spect is a nonprofit organization that
assists schools, after-school programs,
and summer camps in their efforts to
create safe and respectful environ-
ments for students and teachers. Spe-
cifically, Operation Respect utilizes
music and video, along with a conflict-
resolution curriculum, to help address
the problems of bullying and teasing
among elementary and middle school
youth.

Operation Respect also recognizes
the importance of professional develop-
ment by offering workshops designed
to provide educators with the tools
that they need to effectively imple-
ment character education programs. In
fact, over 18,000 teachers have partici-
pated in 230 “Don’t Laugh At Me”’
workshops in 27 States throughout the
United States.

I would also like to commend Oper-
ation Respect for their efforts to lever-
age the private sector support for their
programs. Through the cooperative ef-
forts of community-based organiza-
tions, schools, and the private sector,
students are better able to understand
the importance of acting responsibly
and treating one another with respect.

Again, | am pleased to recognize the
achievements of Operation Respect and
the ““Don’t Laugh At Me” programs,
and | urge that Members support this
resolution.

Madam Speaker, |
ance of my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, | yield myself such
time as | may consume.

Madam Speaker, | am very pleased
that the House of Representatives
today is considering my resolution to
honor the outstanding program that is

reserve the bal-
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working with school districts, camps,
teachers, and students across America
to promote the healthy social and emo-
tional development of children.

I want to thank the gentleman from
California (Mr. CUNNINGHAM) for his co-
sponsorship of this legislation and for
his own strong support of Operation
Respect. The gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CUNNINGHAM) was respon-
sible for arranging for Peter Yarrow to
visit the Republican Conference last
year to talk about this program and to
sing some of the songs, an achievement
that deserves recognition in the House
as well.

I also want to thank my cosponsors
for their support of this resolution,
particularly the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. OBEY), who is a strong sup-
porter of character education programs
in the Labor-HHS appropriations bill in
recent years.

Lastly, | thank the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER) and his staff for
their assistance in having this resolu-
tion placed before the House expedi-
tiously.

Most of us here are familiar with the
“Don’t Laugh At Me’ program. Last
year, its founder and tireless advocate,
Peter Yarrow of the legendary trio
Peter, Paul and Mary, spoke to both
the Republican Conference and the
Democratic Caucus about the necessity
for, and the success of, this program.
Many of us have seen him as he has ap-
peared before dozens of school boards,
teacher organizations, parents groups
throughout this Nation promoting
sound emotional development and tol-
erance among our children.

We are all painfully aware of the im-
ages, language and experiences of chil-
dren that assault their self-esteem,
their attitudes toward others and their
sense of compassion and tolerance.
From bullying in the schoolyards to
the lyrics of many popular songs, to
the violence in film and news broad-
casts, young children in our society,
and adults too, are assaulted by mes-
sages and images of intolerance, bru-
tality, victimization, and bias. Any
reasonable person must be concerned
about the impact of those values on
these young children, now and
throughout their lives. And we were
concerned that they be taught alter-
native values that help us build closer
personal relationships and stronger
communities.

Fortunately, there are efforts and in-
stitutions that are effectively pro-
moting positive values and respect, tol-
erance and understanding and compas-
sion. Our churches and synagogues
play that role. Programs like Head
Start and after-school programs and
sports and cultural experiences heavily
influence children as well.

The character education programs
that this Congress has been funding in
recent years have similarly made great
contributions.

One of the innovations enjoying
great popularity and success and which
we honor today by the passage of this
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resolution is Operation Respect.
Through the diligent efforts of Peter
Yarrow and many educators, psycholo-
gists and advocates that work with
him, Operation Respect has conducted
over 230 workshops throughout the Na-
tion reaching over 18,000 educators in
27 States. Tens of thousands of copies
of its professionally developed cur-
riculum have been distributed to teach-
ers in after-school programs and camp
operators and others who are similarly
committed to making a difference in
the lives of these children. Teachers
love this program and have given it
their strong endorsement. And today
we should add the United States House
of Representatives to that list saluting
this great effort on behalf of America’s
children and America’s best values.

Lastly, I would like to note that
Steve Seskin, the composer of the song
“Don’t Laugh At Me,” which has in-
spired Mr. Yarrow’s efforts, is a resi-
dent of my congressional district. Mr.
Seskin is a very highly respected com-
poser and recording artist as well in
the folk and country venues; and in
this case his music has helped to in-
spire a movement that is having dra-
matic and beneficial effects on millions
of young Americans. And | appreciate
the support of all Members of this
House on the resolution.

Madam Speaker, | am very pleased that the
House of Representatives today is considering
my resolution to honor an outstanding pro-
gram that is working with school districts,
camps, teachers and students across America
to promote the health social and emotional de-
velopment of children.

| want to thank DUKE CUNNINGHAM for his
co-sponsorship of this legislation and for his
own strong support for Operation respect.
Congressman CUNNINGHAM was responsible
for arranging for Peter Yarrow to visit the Re-
publican Conference last year to talk about
this program and sing a few songs, and that
achievement deserves the recognition of the
House as well.

| also want to thank my other co-sponsors
for their support for this Resolution, and par-
ticularly, Mr. OBEY for his strong support of
character education programs and the Labor-
HHS appropriations bill in recent years.

Lastly, my thanks to Chairman JOHN
BOEHNER and his staff for their assistance in
having this Resolution placed before the
House expeditiously.

Most of us are already familiar with the
“Don’t Laugh At Me” program. Last year, its
founder and tireless advocate, Peter Yarrow of
the legendary trio Peter, Paul and Mary, spoke
to both the Republican Conference and the
Democratic Caucus about the necessity for,
and the success of, this program.

Many of us have seen him as he has also
appeared before dozens of school boards,
teacher organizations, parent groups and oth-
ers throughout the nation promoting sound
emotional development and tolerance among
out children.

We all are painfully aware of the images,
language and experiences of children that as-
sault their self-image, their attitudes towards
others, and their sense of compassion and tol-
erance. From bullying in school yards to the
lyrics of many popular songs to violence in
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film and news broadcasts, young children in
our society—and adults, too—are assaulted by
messages and images of intolerance, brutality,
victimization and bias. Any reasonable person
must be concerned about the impact of those
values on these young people now and
throughout their lives, and we are concerned
that they be taught alternative values that help
us to build closer personal relationships and
stronger communities.

These concerns have great immediacy. Just
last week, there was yet another example of
terrible school violence. A study of school vio-
lence in California recently concluded that
“alienated and disaffected young people are
escaping the attention of families, friends and
teachers until they explode.” Meanwhile, pro-
grams like boot camps, may enjoy public ap-
proval but consume huge amounts of money
and do not have a record of success.

Fortunately, there are efforts and institutions
that are effectively promoting positive values
of respect, tolerance, understanding and com-
passion. Our churches and synagogues play
that role; programs like Head Start and after-
school programs and sports and cultural expe-
riences heavily influence children as well. The
character education programs that this Con-
gress has been funding in recent years have
similarly made great contributions.

One of the innovations that has enjoyed
great popularity and success, and which we
honor today by the passage of this resolution,
is Operation Respect. Through the diligent ef-
forts of Peter Yarrow and many other edu-
cators, psychologists and advocates who work
with him, Operation Respect has conducted
230 workshops throughout the nation, reach-
ing over 18,000 educators in 27 states. Tens
of thousands of copies of its professionally-de-
veloped curriculum have been distributed to
teachers, after-school programs, camp opera-
tors and others who are similarly committed to
making a difference in the lives of these chil-
dren.

As H. Res. 161 states, the “Don’t Laugh At
Me” program “increases mutual respect and
fellowship among hundreds of thousands of el-
ementary school children, creating an environ-
ment for students that improves focus on their
schoolwork and encourages social and emo-
tional growth.” Evaluations of the program
have found overwhelming support for its mes-
sage among teachers, parents and students
alike, as well as increased tolerance and a re-
duction in such negative behaviors such as
bullying.

Among professional educators and others,
Operation Respect has enjoyed similar popu-
larity. Operation Respect and the “Don't
Laugh At Me” program has been recognized
by the National Conference of State Legisla-
tures, the National Association of Elementary
School Principals, the National Association of
Secondary School Principals, the American
Association of School Administrators, the
Council of Great City Colleges and Education,
the National Education Association, the Coun-
cil of Great City Schools, the American School
Counselors Association, the National School
Boards Association, the National Middle
School Association, and the American Federa-
tion of Teachers.

Teachers love this program; here's a rep-
resentative comments from a teacher in south-
western Virginia: Over the years | have used
many approaches and programs, all of which
have good points. “Don’t Laugh At Me” en-
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compasses all those strong points into one
easy to use program. I've seen a difference in
my class even though we have only used it for
a few months. One of the biggest benefits is
the dialog that comes from using the program.
The kids love the CD and found the video to
be very powerful. Now that | have had a
chance to use “Don’'t Laugh At Me” and see
its benefits, | will be doing a presentation to
our staff about it. | guess | sound like a com-
mercial, but | honestly loves this program!

Today, we should add the United States
House of Representatives to that list saluting
this great effort on behalf of America’s children
and America’s best values.

Lastly, | would like to note that Steve
Seskin, the composer of the song “Don't
Laugh At Me” which inspired Mr. Yarrow's ef-
forts, is a resident of my Congressional dis-
trict. Mr. Seskin is a very highly respected
composer and recording artist, well known in
the folk and country venues, and in this case,
his music has helped to inspire a movement
that is having dramatic and beneficial effects
on millions of young Americans.

| appreciate the support of all Members for
this Resolution today.

Madam Speaker, | reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
California (Mr. CUNNINGHAM), a prior
member of our committee.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Madam Speaker,
the gentleman from California (Mr.
GEORGE MILLER) and | quite often get
in a rhubarb right here on the House
floor on issues. This is one we agree on.
And | am a hawk. | am a conservative.
Well, maybe not a hawk, maybe a well-
armed dove; but | was asked to go to an
event and hear a man speak. And |
said, Who is speaking? And they said,
Peter Yarrow. And | said, Who is Peter
Yarrow? And they said, You know,
Peter, Paul and Mary. And | said, I am
not going to go listen to that anti-war,
left-wing guy. And | went. And | want
to tell Members something. Coming
from a conservative and a hawk, he is
one of the nicest guys | have ever met
in my life.

0 1430

His heart is true. His politics are ter-
rible. I would say extremely wrong.
And | disagree with my colleague on
tax rates, as well as with Peter Yarrow.
But | want to say this: Peter Yarrow is
doing this not for money but for the
profound belief that there is a better
way to reach out to children.

Maybe music does bring people to-
gether because | have another ‘“‘left
wing’’ friend in Steven Stills, as a mat-
ter of fact, | think he was one of the
heads of the DNC and yet we are still
good friends. Aviation brought us to-
gether and music brought us together
as well.

Madam Speaker, | want to read
something. This is the song *‘“‘Don’t
Laugh at Me,” and | would like every
single Member, and Madam Speaker,
you too, to listen to this.

“I'm a little boy with glasses, the
one they call a geek.” Remember that
in school? | do. ““A little girl who never
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smiles cuz | got braces on my teeth and
I know how it feels to cry myself to
sleep. I am that kid on every play-
ground, who’s always chosen last.”
That was me. ““A single teenage mother
trying to overcome her past. You don’t
have to be my friend if it’s too much to
ask. Don’t laugh at me, don’t call me
names, don’t get your pleasure from
my pain. In God’s eyes, we’re all the
same. Some day we’ll all have perfect
wings. Don’t laugh at me.

“I’m a cripple on a corner, you pass
me on the street. I wouldn’t be out
here begging if | had enough to eat.
And don’t think | don’t notice that our
eyes never meet. | lost my wife and lit-
tle boy when someone crossed that yel-
low line. The day we laid ’'em in the
ground was the day | lost my mind.”’

And the song goes on and on, Madam
Speaker. Peter Yarrow’s idea is that
maybe in Columbine, where one of the
worst things we did was we took the
young men that knew about the young
man that went in and killed a bunch of
students was arrested, and they drove
him out further, but Peter Yarrow’s
idea is that we are all the same yet we
are all different.

I look at Gary Condit on this House
floor. Many of us tried to befriend Gary
Condit. Think about how he must have
felt. 1 think we need to think about
those kinds of things as individuals
when we see people that are outside. In
our major military institutions, the
Naval Academy, the Air Force Acad-
emy, we will find each year that some-
one takes a dive off the top of a build-
ing. They have found that in most
cases the individual has isolated them-
selves away from the rest of his group.

Maybe in Columbine, instead of the
young men that had been ostracized
from their group, maybe if they had
been brought back into the group, the
suicides and things like Columbine
maybe would not have happened.

Madam Speaker, this is endorsed by
every major school institution we take
a look at. When | went through POW
training in Eglin Air Force Base, one of
the things they showed us was that if
someone was going over to the other
side, the enemy side, instead of chas-
tising that person, you reach out to
bring them in, to bring them into your
group, to make them feel whole. That
is what this program does.

I want to thank my friend, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER), and my Republican colleague
for supporting this, as well as the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY),
who is a good friend who knows Peter
Yarrow very well, and I ask my col-
leagues, Madam Speaker, to support
this.

This is about a program that | be-
lieve in and that is going to help not
only children, but adults all over the
United States.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, | yield myself such
time as | may consume to thank the
gentleman for his remarks. The fact
that he and | are working together on
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this, when we disagree on so many
other issues, is in the spirit of this pro-
gram. And as our great former Speak-
er, Tip O’Neill, used to say, you have to
be able to disagree around here and not
be disagreeable. | am working on that
talent, but | have not achieved it yet.
But this is in that spirit.

Madam Speaker, | yield such time as
he may consume to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. FROST).

(Mr. FROST asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FROST. Madam Speaker, | thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time, and | am here today to express
my support for House Resolution 161
honoring Peter Yarrow’s Operation Re-
spect and ‘“‘Don’t Laugh at Me” pro-
grams. These important programs are
designed to promote compassion and
tolerance among children in after-
school programs and summer camps.

I first met Peter Yarrow some years
ago and became better acquainted with
him when | served as co-chair of the Bi-
partisan Task Force on Youth Vio-
lence. And during the last Congress,
when | was Chair of the Democratic
Caucus, | arranged for Peter to appear
before our caucus and make a presen-
tation about his program, and it was an
extraordinary presentation.

One of the things our task force
heard from youth violence experts was
the extremely harmful effect of bul-
lying and ridiculing among young peo-
ple. The goals of these important pro-
grams are aimed at making sure the
tragedies of Columbine never occur
again. They seek to build an environ-
ment of respect so that our children
will grow to be kind to others and fos-
ter positive social relationships
throughout their lives.

Several years ago, | witnessed first-
hand the positive impact this program
can have. Peter Yarrow held a concert
as a part of the ‘““Don’t Laugh at Me”’
summer program, a program that
served more than 2 million campers
that summer. As part of the event,
children came up on the stage to call
for greater compassion and respect and
to declare their commitment to ending
bullying and ridiculing. It was a power-
ful display, and I am so glad this reso-
lution is on the floor today.

I commend the ““Don’t Laugh at Me”’
and Operation Respect programs. They
are truly unique, and they make a dif-
ference by encouraging greater toler-
ance among classmates while making
the classroom environment more con-
ducive to learning and improving aca-
demic performance. That is why | urge
my colleagues to vote in favor of this
resolution.

Let us honor a truly great program
and the men and women who work so
hard to make a positive impact on our
children’s lives.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, | yield such time as
she may consume to the gentlewoman
from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY).

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
| thank both the gentleman from Ne-
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vada and my colleague from California
for offering this resolution in support
of Operation Respect and the “Don’t
Laugh at Me”’ program. | feel so privi-
leged to have not only heard the pres-
entation, the incredible voice, and the
power of Peter Yarrow, as the gen-
tleman from California (Mr.
CUNNINGHAM) said, part of Peter, Paul
and Mary group, sing this, but the way
that it resonates in one’s heart when
you hear it, and | am sure in the minds
of school children who welcome the
words of tolerance and respect that are
in this song written by Steve Seskin.

The program is to create the sound
emotional development, the personal
growth, the physical safety of our chil-
dren, to promote antibullying and com-
passion and tolerance among children.
The gentleman from California (Mr.
CUNNINGHAM) began to read some of the
lyrics that are in this song, and we can
just picture that wonderful voice of
Peter Yarrow, so let me once again add
a few more words in this song.

“Don’t laugh at me, don’t call me
names, don’t get your pleasure from
my pain. In God’s eyes we’re all the
same. Some day we’ll all have perfect
wings. Don’t laugh at me. I'm fat, I'm
thin, I'm short, I’'m tall, I'm deaf, I'm
blind. Hey aren’t we all. Don’t laugh at
me. Don’t call me names. Don’t get
your pleasure from my pain. In God’s
eyes we’re all the same. Some day we’ll
all have perfect wings. Don’t laugh at
me.”’

In 2002, Operation Respect began
shifting its strategy from making pres-
entations to a lot of these educational
organizations to fostering systemic and
sustainable implementation of its own
programs as well as long-term com-
prehensive character education and so-
cial and emotional learning by opening
State affiliates around the country.
Now there are affiliates in California,
Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia, Illi-
nois, where | am from, and Ohio.

In Illinois, it is headed up by this
wonderful woman, Flora LeZar, who
was Executive Director of Operation
Respect. She is helping, and | am work-
ing with them, to set up this program
in Illinois identifying supporters in and
around Chicago. And we are now in dis-
cussions with Columbia College’s Office
of Community Arts Partnerships, as
well as an Evanston-based, that is my
hometown, arts and education founda-
tion, the Shanti Foundation, to part-
ner in the implementation of ‘“‘Don’t
Laugh at Me”’ in several Chicago public
schools.

I am looking forward to one of the
schools in my district, an elementary
school called Boone School, we are
hoping that that school will have the
benefit of the don’t laugh at me pro-
gram.

Finally, let me just say this. Our
world today is so marked by mistrust,
where there is so much intolerance
around the globe and here at home as
well; a failure to really understand
each other’s cultures. In a country like
the United States of America, which is
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so wonderful because of its diversity,
because we have so many people and
children with different values that
come to our public schools, that is our
strength. But we need to help develop
an appreciation of that in our children.
It prepares them to be adults and lead-
ers in a world that embraces diversity,
that understands the differences among
people and then can work to bring us
all together for a world of peace and
harmony.

So this is more than just a little pro-
gram or one song, this is a philosophy
of education and really a philosophy
about the way that all of us should live
our lives. So | congratulate Peter
Yarrow and Operation Respect and the
“Don’t Laugh at Me’” program. | am
just happy to be able to support this
resolution and to be part of advancing
this effort.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, | yield myself such
time as | may consume to thank the
gentlewoman for her remarks, and to
thank again the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. BOEHNER) for his help in getting
this legislation to the floor; to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr.
CUNNINGHAM) for his cosponsorship and
his support for this program; to our
speakers this afternoon in support of
this resolution; and the gentleman
from Nevada for taking time out to
bring this to the floor this afternoon
under suspensions.

Finally, I want to thank my very
long-time dear friend, Peter Yarrow,
for all the time and the effort that he
has taken on behalf of the children of
this Nation to promote their healthy
development and their emotional sta-
bility. He has reached out to so many
people across this country and made
them aware of this effort, of this need
on behalf of our children. It is a won-
derful gift that he has given to the
children of this Nation, to the edu-
cators of this Nation, to caregivers in
all different settings for our children,
and | just really want to thank him for
that effort. 1 am honored to sponsor
this legislation, and | want to thank
the House for giving us time to bring it
to their attention and | ask my col-
leagues to support it.

Madam Speaker, | yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from Ne-
vada (Mr. PORTER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, House Resolution 161, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution, as amended, was agreed to.

The title of the resolution was
amended so as to read: ‘‘Resolution
recognizing the achievements of Oper-
ation Respect and the ‘Don’t Laugh At
Me’ programs.”.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

COMMENDING AND SUPPORTING
EFFORTS OF STUDENTS IN FREE
ENTERPRISE (SIFE)

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 107) commending and
supporting the efforts of Students in
Free Enterprise (SIFE), the world’s
preeminent collegiate free enterprise
organization, and its president, Alvin
Rohrs, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 107

Whereas the Nation knows the importance
of supporting free market thinking and the
entrepreneurial spirit;

Whereas Students in Free Enterprise
(SIFE) is the world’s preeminent collegiate
free enterprise organization, and provides
leadership training, regional, national, and
international competitions, and career op-
portunity fairs for thousands of university
and college students;

Whereas SIFE provides university and col-
lege students the best opportunity to make a
difference and to develop leadership, team-
work, and communication skills through
learning, practicing, and teaching the prin-
ciples of free enterprise;

Whereas SIFE is a force in promoting
international business awareness, through
its operation in more than 33 countries of
the world, including former Soviet republics
and China;

Whereas SIFE is active on more than 1,400
university and college campuses worldwide,
involving students and faculties in chal-
lenging competitions;

Whereas SIFE promotes the entrepre-
neurial spirit while reinforcing good business
practice;

Whereas SIFE encourages teamwork and
education through participation in learning
projects and provides a competitive frame-
work that prepares students for business;

Whereas SIFE gives students a forum to
interact with potential employers, as well as
providing formal career fairs and informa-
tion;

Whereas SIFE depends upon the support
and involvement of members of the faculty,
whose advice and commitment are essential;
and

Whereas SIFE benefits from the wider
business community, which appreciates
SIFE’s importance in shaping business
thinking in free enterprise: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives commends and supports the efforts of
Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE), the
world’s preeminent collegiate free enterprise
organization.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. PORTER) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nevada (Mr. PORTER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
House Resolution 107.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nevada?

H3415

There was no objection.

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

[ 1445

Madam Speaker, | rise in support of
H. Res. 107. This resolution recognizes
the unique and important opportuni-
ties provided by the international orga-
nization Students in Free Enterprise.
Active on more than 1,400 college and
university campuses and more than 33
countries, SIFE collegiate teams im-
prove the quality of life and the stand-
ard of living around the world by
teaching the principles of market eco-
nomics, entrepreneurship, business
ethnics, and personal finance success.
Currently, there are over 15,000 stu-
dents involved with the SIFE chapter.

Since 1975, SIFE college teams have
been invited to attend leadership train-
ing programs where they learn the
principles of free enterprise and de-
velop leadership skills. Students return
to their respective campuses where
they conduct free enterprise outreach
projects in their communities. Ulti-
mately, the SIFE experience works to
provide college and university students
with the opportunity to make a dif-
ference in their local communities and
develop leadership, teamwork and com-
munication skills, skills that are im-
portant to lifelong career success.

The postsecondary education experi-
ence is enriched when students have
the opportunity to apply what they
have learned in the classroom to the
world around them. SIFE chapters are
a means by which college students can
expand their knowledge of the free en-
terprise system, compete in inter-
national competitions, and work in
their local communities.

Our Nation is facing a time of eco-
nomic challenge. The growth and
strength of the SIFE collegiate chap-
ters and the escalating interest in the
entrepreneurial spirit and sound busi-
ness practices encourage me. Recogni-
tion is in order for the international
organizations, Students in Free Enter-
prise, their board, and the individual
chapters. | am happy to join the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN)
in honoring these organizations for
their accomplishments. | urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution.

Madam Speaker, | reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, | yield myself such time as | may
consume.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Students in Free Enterprise for
their dedication and outstanding work.
SIFE provides leadership training, re-
gional competitions, and opportunity
fairs for thousands of college students.

Established in 1975, Students in Free
Enterprise has rapidly grown to in-
clude more than 790 campuses nation-
wide, and now includes participants
from 35 countries. Throughout the
years and as the number of students
grew, the mission of SIFE has re-
mained the same: to provide college
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